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Iowa Lakes Electric
Cooperative

P.O. Box 77, 1724 Central Avenue
Estherville, lowa 51334-0077
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February 22, 2002 A7 %&/jﬂz

Honorable Michael Powell
Chairman

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell; HECE ’ VE D

RE:  Proceeding # 01-348 APR 49 2002
Comments of Towa Lakes Electric Cooperative

In 1995, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative began offering DIRECTV to helpoﬁ'ﬁ %@ﬂé@&& of
the rural customer-owners in Northwest lowa by providing high-quality television
programming to those citizens who did not have access to multi-channel programming. Iowa
Lakes Electric Cooperative (ILEC) currently provides DIRECTV programming to over 6,500
homes, in an eight (8) county area in rural Iowa consisting of 45,500 homes, Today, over six
years later, approximately 54% of the homes in our service territory stiil do not have access to
digital cable and rely exclusively on satellite technology for the delivery of digital
programming.

Our Cooperative’s founding principles are based on the belief that rural Americans are entitled
to the same benefits and advantages as those enjoyed in the urban markets. Rural America is
entitled to emerging telecommunication choices and opportunities; one (1) source of
programming in rural American cannot offer those choices or opportunities to the rural
consumer. Because ILEC believes the proposed merger between EchoStar and DIRECTV
will create a satellite monopoly in rural America, ILEC strongly opposes this merger based on
the following concerns:

¢ Although EchoStar has “suggested” a national pricing plan that would guarantee rural
Americans receive the same competitive prices as in urban markets, a flat rate plan across
the United States does not keep prices continuously in check as compared to real
competition between competitors.

¢ Beyond price, the proposed merger would give EchoStar and the “Dish’” the market power
with programmers to negotiate only the prices Mr. Ergen is willing to pay and the
programmers either agree or are ignored. Rural Americans will have access only to the
. . - int ;
programming EchoStar chooses to offer while public in ereyé’w;zl_jst W -—'—y“"
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Honorable Michael Powell
Page Two
February 22, 2002
RE:  Proceeding # 01-348
Comments of lowa Lakes Electric Cooperative

* Quality and service go hand in hand with competition. In our Cooperative’s DIRECTV
service territory, the local cable programming quality and selection has improved over the
last few years in an effort to directly compete with the digital satellite service.

e At this time, both DIRECTV and EchoStar offer High Speed Internet services through a
satellite system. If the proposed merger were approved, EchoStar would control nearly all
of the nation’s satellite broadband Internet services. This proposed merger has already
had profound effects on the expansion to Ka-band and other high-speed Internet
technologies for the future by limiting competitors.

¢ EchoStar and DIRECTYV claim the combined spectrum of the two (2) satellite companies
will enable an expansion of local-into-local channels to more markets. However, by
using existing capacity, both DIRECTV and EchoStar could expand local carriage to the
top 110 designated market areas (DMA). Mr. Ergen has stated that even if the merger
goes through he does not plan to expand local-into-local service beyond the top one
hundred (100) markets out of 210 total DMA markets in the nation. Ninety-five percent
(95%) of ILEC’s customers are far below the top one hundred (100) markets such as
Sioux City, Iowa (#144) and Mankato, Minnesota (#196).

Mr. Chairman, I hope that you share our many concerns on the effects the proposed merger
between EchoStar and DIRECTV would have on the rural consumer. Because the merger
between EchoStar and DIRECTV would not be in the best interest of consumers, I strongly
recommend that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) not support any merger that
would leave over 10 million rural consumers with fewer choices, today and tomorrow.

Sincerely,

Terry ; Bruns, ClgA

Executive Vice President/General Manager
Towa Lakes Electric Cooperative

1724 Central Avenue, P.O. Box 77
Estherville, IA 51334-0077

712-362-7870 ext. 225

Electronically submitted February 22, 2002 — Confirmation #2002222158691
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L. R. Chapman
18 Frontenac Estates Dr

St. Louis, Mo. 63131 /Z/ %ﬁ/

February 21, 2002

Mr. Michael K. Powell, Chairman REGE'VFD - % k‘( y

Federal Commumications Commission [
445 12¢h Street S W. .lPR Z 9 2002 0
Washington, D.C. 20554

. Faderal Communicatic:ss Commission
Dear Chairman Powell, Office oifseﬁ::m

It's interesting to me that so many Congressmen are objecting to the Echo Star/Direct TV deal because of
potential price gouging in rural areas from such a combmation. Yet, no Congressman seems to care that
we have that today with the monopoly enjoyed by the various cable companies throughout the country.

In truth cities across the country can do little but renew cable franchises for very long periods because the
public does insist on access. But the cities have so little power. They are lucky to get some service quality
upgrades and the like when doing so---but can do absolutely nothing with respect to pricing. If my
experience is representative, and I believe it is, then the cable companies are guilty of price gouging now in
their own selft interest.

Allow me to share my experience and make a suggestion for improvement. I enclose copies of my Charter
Communications bill for the end of 1999 in the amount of $33.02 for Basic and Extended Service and the
one I just received for the same services in the amount of $48.51. [This new rate, incidentally went into
effect in Dec. 2001.] So in just three years my cable bill for the same services has been raised by 47%!!
And yet, we all know that the cost of living index has increased by less than 10% over the same time
pertod. I consider that unfettered, price gouging by a monopoly!

Now I'm told we have more channels to watch but they are of no interest to me and I couldn't tell anyone
what they are. I'm sure some programming costs have gone up for the cable companies, but I very much
doubt they have gone up anywhere close to 47% across the board. In my cpim'on the cable companies, at
least Charter, are simply using their unmitigated, monopolist pricing power to increase their cagh flow and
operating eamings as they wish to satisfy shareholders—in particular controlling sharsholders’ such as
Allen, the Microsoft billionaire, m Charter's case. Also, please refer to a copy of an article m a recent Wall
Street Journal enclosed. Ihad no idea that cable companies enjoyed 35 to 45% of revenues as operating
profit. I spent my entire career in business and my last 10 as a CEQ before I retired. Inever witnessed
such operating profit margins in any business with which I was associated and doubt that there are few
companies that can compare.

I understand you are a free/open markets kind of guy. And fundamentaly, I agree with you--but I was
always in a business where there was significant competition and the market dictated pricing. When that is
not the case, and only one company can provide a product or service in a given territory, I believe that
legislation or regulation is required with respect to pricing in faimess to the consumer while still allowing a
company to eamn a reasonable margin and return on invested capital.

With respect to cable companies, I have a suggestion. The FCC should establish a “fair" base price for
"basic cable" in all territories across the country to provide a fair return on existing invested capital, but not
to cover new investment intended to provide new services which should stand on their own and are a normal
business risk issue in anticipation of future eamings for most companies, and should, in tumn, be subject to
future income and earnings based on future sales of such services. The "basic cable" package should

No. of Capias re¢'d,
List ABC




provide 8 to 10 channels only. They would be the local 4 or 5 broadcasters plus 4 to 5 routinely watched
cable channels such as CNN, ESPN, etc. Beyond thét, then, the consumer could buy additiona! ¢hannels
one at a time. Each would be priced on what the market would bear. Perhéips as little fis 25 centt per
month or as much a $5.00 per month—-or again, whatever the market would bear. The key is to lét the
market dictate price based on the value as percetved by the consumer--- &hd not let the cable conipanies
simply add channsls as they choose and then charge the consumer what evef they wish. This would also
address the issue of how much the companies that provide programming charge since they, too, would be
subject to market forces. Cable companies would object to administrétive costs, but in this day and age of
computers [technology] I don't believe that would be material---and I daresay people could sign up for
channels or stop service via a touch tone phone or over the Internet or whatever at little cost to the cable

companies. .’

It seems to me, Chairman Powell, that such an approach would be consistent with your belief that the
marketplace should dictate choice and price but with nominal regulation on the "basic cable" package to
recognize we are dealing with monopolies.

The only other hope is that satelite service can truly become competitive and a viable alternative. Today
that is not the case vis a vis cable with the limitation thét multiple receivers cannot get différnet chanfels
from one dish. In that respect, I personally would support the Echo Star acquisition of Direct TV to give
them the scale and resources to overcome this deficiency and become a true competitor to céble. And it
seems to me the FCC could establish a covenant in such a deal that would assure that rural areas [without
access to cable] would not be gouged but priced consistently with their urbén counterpérts.

Thank you for listening--f can only hope you will give this matter your attention.

Sincerely yours,

L

€ L. R. Chapman

c/c: Members of Congress




Jz TE DUE AMOUNT DUE
C3 # ter DATE DUE
A “"'ghﬁrs NONE DUE 48.51

03 A WIREY Wokio Comraay -

4 941 CHARTER COMMONS ¥X -432-3775%%

46 TOWN & COUNTRY MO 63017-060941 - PLEASE NOTE YOUR

53 HOME PHONE NO. - 3
8 TEMP--RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED ABOVE. CALL $ :

636- 29777011
l;u.?sgne-rugﬂmg'ro Posmoyg ONLY, WITH. nmrmﬂgn;’o F 3

)

A PLEASE INDICATE
AMOUNT ENCLOSED
8913 AV 1 B 47 A 72380 %%5DGT uou oz 02- c c
Il"IlIl“llIl“ll"IIII“IlIIII"IIIlII"llllllllllllll“llll € gn ter
L R CHAPMAN ]
18 FRONTENAC DR [ SomTE J?!'Mm
SAINT LOUIS MO PO BOX 790250
63131-2618 SAINT LOUIS MO 63179-0250
Il"llll"llll"lllllllIll“llllIllII’III"IIIIIIlI“lIIlIII“
10314 &1iL109 0L 7 3 00445} &3
ACCOUNTNUMBER - BILLED FROM, SBRLEDTO.  ~DATEDUE . . “ouRms e
#(ﬂlar_ter 10314-616109- 01‘7 2716702 3/15/02 - NONE DUE  2/11/02
THANK YOU FOR ELECTING TO USE OUR
FOR- 18 FRONTENAC DR AUTO-PAY OPTION' YOUR CHARGES FOR
CABLE SERVICE WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY
1715 BEGINNING BALANCE 48.50 DEDUCTED FROM THE ACCOUNT YOU
DESIGNATED ON YOUR DUE DATE OF THE
2701 PAYMENT-THANK YOU  48.50- 2ND. THE AMOUNT WITHDRAWN MAY VARY DUE
2716~ 3/15 BASIC SVC 13.67 TO MONTHLY BILLING ACTIVITY.
2716~ 3715 EXPANDED SERVICE 32.18
2716~ 3715 1 ADD'L. OUTLET 00 3636366636 36 66 IEI€ 36 36 3636 IEIEIEIE I IE I IEIEE I I IEIH N
2/16- 3/15 FRANCHISE FEE 2.62 % FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL
27/16- 3/15 FCC ADMIN FEE : e 636-207-7011 *
¥*
2715 BALANCE MONTH END 48.51 * ' FOR REPAIR SERVICE, PHONE X
* REPS. AVAILABLE 26 HOURS.
FEB 16 THRU MAR 15, 20 CALL 636-207-7022 x
363 € 36 3E 3E 3 IE 5 IENE IE I IEICIEIE IEIE I IE N6 N 366 IE DEIEIE W

HE VALUE YOU AS A CUSTOMER!

pu '_"A ,K,%_// ‘i 1)’/&1
- “AGCOUNT NUMBER BILLED FROM . -BILLED TO . DATE DUE R
CHARTER 10313 -116105-01- 4 12/16/98 1/15/99 01/02/99 12/08/98
O 11-4 lesl6s36 737 D033
THE PROMPT MANNER IN WHICH YOUR
FOR- 18 FRONTENAC DR ACCOUNT HAS BEEN PAID IS APPRECIATED.
11/15 BEGINNING BALANCE 33,02 EIEIEE N6 36266 3 IEIE IE 36 €3¢ I 3636 36 ] I 3 M
%X FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL
12703 PAYMENT 33.02- 207-7011 *
12716~ 1715 BASIC SVC TIER 11.71 x x
12/16- 1715 EXPANDED SERVICE 19.63 % FOR REPAIR SERVICE, PHONE %
12716~ 1715 FRANCHISE FEE %x REPS. AVAILABLE 26 HOURS. %
12/16- 1715 FCC ADMIN FEE -~ CALL 207-7022 X
** 36 JE3€ € 3€ IE I IEIEIE I I IEIE IE I IE IE I IE IEIE I IE I I I IE K

12715 BALANCE DUE
DEC 1é THRU JAN 15,

E VALUE YOU/;?A CUSTOMER!

A4F

{

PAYING YOUR CABLE BILL HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER! WITH AUTO-PAY, YOUR CABLE BILL
CAN BE PAID DIRECTLY FROM YOUR CHECKING ACCOUNT-SAVING YOU TIME AND MONEY!

CALL 207-7011 TO ENROLL NOW!

VI ADE & QIIPBOADBTRED TA TULD CUADYCD AAMMIRITCOATTAMS..CT t NNITS 1 eveTeEM

—— —



Warner, Such s deal would hoost Ade
from the No. 6 to the No. 2 5pat but, per!
more importantly, it would complemen

(e




EX P{}F?Tt'f OR LATE FILED

° "*’.M!ﬁs
RO [
_ {.,.is AN IR T

h“srn I ~ Area Chamber éfComeréi
February 20, 2002 AZ f%’jﬁ%

RECEIVED

Mr. Michael waell, Chairman Z Ké b
FederahCommunications Commission APR 9 2002 l < 77

445 127 Street, SW Federat Gommuaieagin-s

Washington, D.C. 20554 Office ;ﬁggﬁmmm

Dear Chatrman Powell:

Economic development in Montana in the 21 century means working hard to use
every resource at our disposal to help existing businesses grow and encourage new
businesses to make Montana their home.

An important resource in that endeavor is broadband internet access. As you
know, rural areas have some limitations in that regard that require creative solutions that
may not be necessary in more urban markets. Because major portions of our state and
even parts of our larger communities like Kalispell are outside the current service area for
traditional, fiber or cable based broadband providers, their e-commerce potential relies on
their ability to access reliable, affordable broadband access.

I am encouraged by the promise of exactly this kind of increased access that may
result from the merger of DirecTV and EchoStar (Docket #01-348). By eliminating the
duplication of a large amount of television programming that takes up valuable satellite
spectrum, the merged company will be able to significantly add to its current capability to
provide the reliable, cost effective broadband internet capability rural communities like
ours need to be able to compete in the new economy.

I hope you will consider these benefits as you weigh the pros and cons of this

important merger.
Sincerely yours, |
h H. Unterré€iner, President
1spell Area Chamber of Commerce
: : No. of Copies rec'd O
CC: The Honorable Max Baucus List ABC

|5 Depet Park * Kalispell, MT 59801
(406) 75B-2800 » Fax (406) 758-2805 » Email: chamber@digisys.nes + www.kalispelichamber.eom
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Michael K. Powell

Chairman RECE'VED

Federal Communications Commission

Reference: 01-348 APR ¢ [

445 12" Street, SW R<9 a0

Washington, D.C. 20554 FodomiCommumtarionsCommis
Cs of Secrstry SR

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing in support of the merger between ECHOSTAR Communications and Hughes
Electronics Corporation.

There are in my opinion several advantages this merger could provide: 1) More programming
choices; 2) Access to both rural and urban areas in America; and 3) Lower costs to the consumer.

Again, there are numerous advantages to this merger, all of which are consumer friendly. Please
support this merger.

Susan Severino
1317 Merle Hay Road
Des Moines, IA 50311

No. of Capies re¢'d.
List ABCD:
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Bob Brunkhorst

STATE REPRESENTATIVE A COMMITTEES
Twenty-Second District S et : : Appropriations, Vice Chair
Statehouse: (515)281-3221 1 A dd s B Education ,
¢-mail - bob brunkhorst@legis.state.ia.us e L _ Environmental Protection
T T P ¥ B Human Resources
HOME ADDRESS
419 3 Avenue SW MHouse of Representtives APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE
Waverly, lowa 50677 State of lowa Education

Home: (3 6
ome: (319) 352-0065 Seventy-Ninth General Assembly

STATEHOUSE
Bes Moines, Jowy 50314

March 6, 2002 /Z /
Michael K. Powell, Chairman / -~ &( j

Federal Communications Commission ﬁ

Reference: 01-348 RECE’VED

445 12™ Street S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554 APR ¢ 9 2002
Dear Mr. Powell: Fedoral Communicatig: —
Offico of S;S;;C:;mmwssm

I am writing you to express my concern and support regarding the merger between ECHOSTAR
and Hughes Electronics Corporation.

There are in my opinion several advantages this merger could provide over the current system.
1. Provide more programming choices.
2. Provide access not only to urban but also to rural America.

3. Consumers would enjoy lower costs.

I urge you to consider the numerous advantages this merger would bring forth. All of which are
consumer friendly. Please, as I do, give your support to this merger.

Sincerely,

o

Bob Brunkhorst, FLMI, ACS, AIAA
State Representative

No. of Capies rec’d
List ABCQSE D
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Mr. Michael K. Powell

Chairman o RECE'VED

Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW -
t] ‘ .
Washington, DC 20554 APR 2.9 o2
Fedorai Com
Dear Mr. Powell: - m:’c‘:g'f'gggascommwsm

I am writing to urge your department to give due consideration to the proposed merger between
Echostar Communications Corporatiofi ahd Hughes Electtonics Corporation (DIRECTV).

Proponents of the merger believe that it would represent thé neXt step in the development of
healthy competition between the cable and satéllite ifidustties. It could also hasten the
availability of Internet broadband access for rural consumers - something that policymakers at all
levels believe would be positive for the economy.

Opponents of the merger raise antitrust issues and these should be carefully considered. The
cable industry, however, has a monopoly presence in many areas.

The people of Rhode Island have benefited from the introduction of satellite service and will
continue to benefit from even more robust competition between the cable and satellite industries.
It is my hope your department will promptly and thoroughly review this merger and give it every
consideration.

Sincerely,

. Copies rec'd

Lincoln Almond L waBDE
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42814 Oatyer Ct,

Ashburn, VA 20148 3 -
703-726-0334 M‘j—;&

FAX 703-726-033%
December 17, 2001
Michael Powell, Chairman

Federal Communication Commission RECE ]VED

Washington, D.C.

APR <

Dear Mr. Powell: 9 2002,
Federal Communications Commission

I understand that Dish Network (Echostar) is in the pr Sodfzury

acquiring Direct TV from General Motors Corp. I am of the opinion
that the acquisition by Dish Network would create a monopoly in the
satellite TV market, The result of this would be damaging to
American consumers resulting in increased charges, poor
performance, and poor treatment of consumers.

I recommend that you do not approve or recommend such an
acquisition by Dish Network.

Thank you.

4 Lopies rec'd
. t“RCDE
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February 4, 2002

The Honotable Michael Powell ({ X
Chalriman

Federal Commutieations Commission
445 12" St. S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Deat Mr. Chalrman:

Black Star Communications is submitting this letter in support of the merger
between EchoSttt Communications Corporation and Hughes Electronics’
Direct TV. Black Star Communications is a non-profit organization that
created CoLours TV, a tulticultural and multi-ethnic programming network,
which features positive images of people of color.

Black Star Communications was foutided i Denver, Colorado by a cross
section of civil rights and non-profit orgahizations such as the NAACP, the
Urban League, Black United Fund of Colotado, The Greater Metro Denver
Ministerial Alliance, and the Colorado Black Chattiber of Commerce. We
created CoLours TV for the purpose of building btidges across the cultural
divide. Our programming features the faces and issues of African, Asian,
Latin, and Native American people. Because of EchoStar, our programming
is seen in 3.2 million households across the United States.

As you know, the merger of these two companies would eliminate the
duplication of networks carried by both EchoStar and Direct TV. The result
of this situation would allow for the launch of other non-profit and diverse
programming networks.

EchoStar has a record of accomplishment for carrying ethnically diverse
channels and we applaud their efforts to add more when space becomes
available. Therefore, we think this merger would ultimately be a benefit to an
ethnically diverse television audience in the United States.

/"’__“?

Tracy Je rl,s,f
Vice PresiQéﬁg;&"Gcneral Manager

. ofCopissrecd
_isi ABC




136 Star€ €aprroL BUILDING
Denver, G8iLorapt 88202

T 303-8ce-247)

Fax 268-86ce-2603
Mr. Michiael K. Powell

N~ 7

Fedetul Communications Conimission CO\ / . ; 7[ X

445 12" Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

BiLL OWENS

GoveERRoR

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Dear Mr. Powell:

The pending merger of EchoStar and DirecTV has the potential to revolutionize
the country’s communications market. I write to ask for your commitment to
ensure the FCC’s careful consideration and expeditious review of the many
benefits this merger would bring America’s consumers.

I believe this merger is in the best interests of corisumers because it would open up
a new level of competition between satellite and cable within the pay-TV market.
Consumers would receive the benefits of tew programming, expanded coverage
of local channels, and the detivery of high-speed Internet access and other
broadband services via sutellite.

Futtliermore, the proposed merger has the poteritial to help bridge the so-called
“digital divide” between urbun and rural residents. The combined company will
be uble to provide muvh-needed high-speed satellite Internet and broadband
services to rural America.

In view of its potential benefits to consumers atid teclitiological infiovation, it is
my sincere hope that your agericy will grant this pending fetger a fhir hearitig and
timely approval. o ‘

Sincerely,

NO. Of m l'm'd’.f.._-—---—"""""
List ABC
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State Capitol
201 Wesr Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, MO 65101-6806
Tele: 573-751-2108

HOME ADDRESS

PO. Box 104
Lake Spring, MO 65532
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FRANK BARNITZ
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED State Representative

District 150 b /- 59{ g

February 28, 2002

Mr. Michael K. Powell, Chairman R ECE'VED

Federal Communications Commission

455 12" Street, South West APR 4 9 2Mr

Washington DC 20544
Federal Communications Commission
Office of Secretary

Dear Mr. Powell:

I respectfully request the assistance of the Federal Communications Commission in conducting
an investigation of the proposed merger of EchoStar Communications and Hughes Electronics’ DirecTV
satellite services. This investigation should assess the potential impact on consumers. It is essential that
the FCC undertake a thorough review of the proposal

The availability and pricing of communication services, especially in the rural market, may be
negative. If the proposed merger is carried out, EchoStar Communication will control the nation’s
satellite television market and consumers could be adversely impacted.

I whole heartily request the serious consideration of the FCC in investigating this merger and
await your decision.

Sincerely,

hrank A Ranns
Frank Barnitz

State Representative
District 150

e 0
‘Wo. of Copiesree’d____—
List ABC




CLAIBORNE PARISH FARM BUREAU

“Meice of Agrigulture®

HOMER, LOUISIANA 71048 %/M/&

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

February 18, 2002
Chairman Michael Pawell 61~ Zat g
. Federal Communieations Commission
445 [ 2th St. 8.W.
Washington DC 20554 RECE
Reference number (s # 01348 PR 29 o
Foderai Communications Go......
Deur Chairman Powell: Office of Secretary

L ant writing to encoutage your support of the pending merger of EchoStar
Communications and Hughes Blectronica,

[ believe that the new company will pave the way for greater competition with the
cable companies who cutrently control 80% of the pay televizion householdi in the
United States. This inerger will not inhibit competition; ruther it will provide an equal
base in which the marketa can compete.

The néw company will also be able to reach additional murkets becaune of the
programming and administrative efficiencies realized by the new comnpany. Direct
broudcast satellite TV offered by the newly formed company will be able to provide
interactive educational programa in many schools. High Speed Internet service would be
available to many rural areas throughout the state. This company would be & visble
competitor that could deliver more program cholces and improved services at comipetitive
pHces,

I ericotrage you to review the fcts and hope that you ean suppert the metger.

Sincerely,

M g
. o ) CQ .
v m WA:;\,QBC‘%&S ey p

t M P,
J2- 0 g37
L., i T

AHM BUREAU 18 A EREE. NDEREMPENT. NON-GOVESNMENTAL, VOLUNTARY QRGANIZATION GF FARM ANB BANGH FAMI
Lite UniTen FOR THE BURBOSE g#”driau::ug Eﬁ\éfa BAGELEMS ANE FORWULATING AGTION ¥4 AGHIEVE EDUGATIONAL
IMPROVEMENT. EGONOMIC QRRGRFUMITY. AND BOGIAL ABVANGEMENT, THEBERY BEOMATING FHE NHFIGHAL WELFAHRE.
FAAM BUNEAL 18 LOCAL, NATIONAL, AND (NTERNATIONAL 1§ IT§ GCQRE ANR INFLUENGE AND 1§ NON-RARTIGAN, NON-§EG-
TARVAM, AND NON-GEGRET IN CHARAGTER. L




January 15, 2002 | @(/ skfg
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Honorable Michae] Powell

Chairman APRZ

Federal Communications Commission 4 2002

445 12" Street SW cuara Communications ... .
Washington, DC 20554 Qftice of Sepretary

Dear Chairman Powell:

The membership of the Ohio Association of Convenience Stores enthusiastically supports
the proposed merger of satellite TV carriers EchoStar and DIRECTV and we hope you
can do everything possible to see that this merger gets prompt approval from the FCC
and Department of Justice.

As business people, we are enthused about the expanded opportunities that would come
with the new company’s ability to offer broadband services via satellite to every home in
Ohio. Every household in our state --- from the urban neighborhoods of Cleveland to the
farms of Southern Ohio ---- would have easy, affordable access to broadband technology.
This would be a free market cure for the problems of the “Digital Divide” and a great
opportunity for business and consumers, all without public expense.

The expanded technical capacity of the post-merger company would accelerate the
competition EchoStar and DIRECTV have already brought to cable TV companies. In
summary, we feel this merger is in the best interests of America and particularly good for
Ohio. Your support would be most welcome,

o. of Capias rec'd
Sincerely, ist ABC

Josh Sanders
Executive Director S Na. of Copies rec'd (4
Ohio Association of Convenience Stores .~ .~ -ListARCHE = —

50 West Broad Street - Bulte 2020 Columbus, Ohlo 43215 (614) 221.7833
FAX (614) 221-7020
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Federal Communications Commission Federat Gommumicattons Commession
445 12th St. S.W. Office of Secretry c( g/
Washington, D.C. 20554 O / - 5

Re: Docket #01-348
Dear Chairman Powell;

The purpose of my letter is to state that I believe that the proposed merger
between EchoStar and Hughes Electronics could bring unique and exciting benefits to our
rural constituents.

The benefits to consumers will mean more programming choices and competitive
pricing. This merger, if approved by the F.C.C. and D.0.J., will provide an excellent
alternative to cable TV. Today cable TV controls nearly 80% of the pay television
household market with little or no competition. Real competition will only keep rapidly
growing cable prices down and will serve as an incentive for them to give the consumer
better service.

The underserved rural areas will also benefit from the merger because of the
potential use of interactive TV and broadband Internet access in schools and businesses.
The cost to install cable in rural areas is very high, and Direct Broadcast Satellite TV is
relatively inexpensive. The infrastructure for the merger is already in place.

Let us bridge the digital divide that exists between urban and rural communities.
This merger is pro-consumer, pro-competition, and pro-economy. I urge you to review
the facts and support the merger.

Best Regards,

-.P
i . “'ﬂ?cﬁ‘é%ea 0

erry A, Thomas, M.D. \
isi istrict 12

Louisiana State Senate- District
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Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Support of Pending Merger of DIRECTV and EchoStar Satellite Systems

Dear Chairman Powell:

As Governor of Louisiana, [ am writing in support of the proposed EchoStar/DIRECTV merger and
ask that the matter get a thorough, fair and timely review on its merits,

Creation of a new satellite company with the size and techfiology to match cable TV’s offerings in
programming choices and high-speed Internet access would benefit ot stite’s consumers and serve
as a healthy competitive stimulus for the pay-TV market.

For those Louisiana communities already served by ctble and satellite ptoviders, the addition of
satellite-delivered Internet services represents a competitive choiée. For our rurdl residents that are
not served by cable, satellite broadband would provide affordéble access to the digital future.

In view of its benefits to consumers and support of the free market system, I look on the merger
favorably. It is my hope that the FCC will approve it without uhinecessdry deldy or unreasonable

conditions.

Sincerely,

M.JL. “Mlke” Foster, Jz.

W

¢:'  Congressman W.J. “Billy” Tauzin: - | } O'-
-1 of Gopies ree'd,
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P. Q. Box 756 ) Insurance
Natchiteches, Louisiana 71458-0756 House Executive Committee

E-Mail: larep023@legis.state.la.us STATE OF LOUISIANA Ways and Means
Telephone; {318} 357-7048 Legislative Audit Advisory Council
(585) 718.3414 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES oL sdilative Committes
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T. TAYLOR TOWNSEND
District 23
February 18, 2002 APR < 9 9002
Chairman Michael Powell Federl Communications Gomimission
Office of Secratary

Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW / — 5 %j

Washington, D. C. 20554 O
Docket # 01-348
Dear Chairman Powell:

[ am writing to encourage you to support the pending merger between EchoStar and Direct TV. This
merger will provide many benefits to most Americans.

The merger between EchoStar and Direct TV will bring virtual third line, similar to the bundled
offerings of video and data by cable, into the homes that cable has deemed too expensive to serve.
The merger creates economies of scale necessary to offer competitively priced, high-speed Internet
access via satellite to my rural areas, especially businesses and school that do not have access to cable

modem service or DSL.

The digital divide that exists beyond our inner cities, into rural areas of Louisiana will no longer exist
with the merger of this new company. Many rural citizens do not receive local broadcast signals
using an antenna, and are not served by cable. The merged companies will provide more
programming choices, lower costs, and better customer service that what is currently available from
cable companies.

For many rural Americans, this merger offers the most realistic chance of bringing an affordable high-
speed Internet access service into their homes. I encourage you to review the facts and give it your
approval.

Sincerely,

ayfor Townsend
Louisiana House of Representatives
District 23

_ _ No. of Coplesrec'd____—_
I'TT/mrj List ABCDE :
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HERMAN RAY HILL
District 32

March 4, 2002

SRV Wppeaz

Honorable Michael Powell, Chairman APR < 9 2002
Federal Communications Commission ((
445 lth St. S. W. Fedeml commuaiﬂu{flu HE bomm;ssmn X
Washington, DC 20554 : Office of Sacrstary l 4 2}

REF Docket: 01-348 0

Dear Chairman Powell:

1 am writing this letter to urge you to support the merger between EchoStar and Hughes
Electronics. This combined company could bring unique and exciting benefits to many people in
our state.

A combined EchoStar and Hughes Electronics should provide the economies of scale and
buying power to expand services provided to all markets. The Combined company will also be
able to provide high-speed satellite Internet and broadband service with multilingual options at
competitive prices. By having this improved service many in our community could overcome the
barrier of access and this will benefit our young people and businesses.

It seems like there is a new and improved technology coming out each and every day.
This merged company could provide the rural parts of Louisiana with competitively priced access
to that ever changing technology and I hope you will seriously consider this matter.

Sincerely,
Herman Ray Hill
State Representative

District 32

HRH/Gs "
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Honorable Michael Powell, Chairman HECE’VEQ 6 k{ %

Federal Comumunications Commission APR 29 -
445 12th St. S.W. 2002 Jg
Washington DC 20554 Federal Communicar:

Ref Docket: 01-348 Offca of Seqpape " ™io8HN

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing to encourage your favorable consideration of the pending merger of EchoStar
Comnumnications and Hughes Electronics. The new company will be an excellent competitor to cable
companies, which control 80% of the pay television households. With this increase in competition,
cable companies will be motivated to unprove their own services at lower cost.

The new company would make a difference in many rural areas throughout our state that currently do
not have access to high speed intermet service. Direct Broadcast Satellite TV will be able to provide
interactive TV educational programs in most of our schools and videos on demand. This will increase
educational opportunities and enable more quality programiming choices.

The merged company will also help to bridge the “digital divide” that exists between urban and rural
residents. The merger will bring a virtual third line, similar to the bundled offerings of video and data
by cable, into the homes that cable has deemed too expensive to serve.

By overcoming the barrier of access, homes and businesses and schools throughout the state of
Louisiana will benefit economically, financially, and academically.

Please consider the facts and support this merger. It is pro-consumer, pro-competition, and woulid allow
fast, affordable, broadband service into the homes of many rural resident across the state.

Sincerely,

Michael 4. “Mike” Strain, DVM
isrdna State Representative D

District 74 No. of Copies ree’d
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Washington, D.C. 20554 ,
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Ref Docket: 01-348
Federal Communicaiions Commission
Oftice of Secrstary

Dear Chairman Powell:

I firmly believe that the merger between EchoStar Communications and Hughes Electronics
would provide significant benefits to consumers throughout our state. Over the past 20-years,
EchoStar Communications has demonstrated various industry firsts and this newly merged company
would be able to continue improving service and quality programming to rural residents everywhere.

The company will be able to effectively compete in an environment against other dominant US
cable companies. Currently consumers located in urban areas are offered a choice between cable
television and satellite service; people in rural areas are not always fortunate to have a choice. Local-
to-local broadcasting will be improved and offered to all markets and quality programming will be
able to reach homes, businesses, and schools.

The digital divide that currently exists must be eliminated. - High-speed Internet access would
be provided through satellite to many rural areas that cable has deemed too expensive to install. This
merger will help to bridge the gap between urban and rural areas.

EchoStar’s nationwide pricing plan offers customers a fair package or options, including more
programming choices, interactive services, and video on demand, at competitive prices.

I urge you to seriously consider the positive effect that this new company would have on our
state and nation. Please support the merger favorable and enable all Americans to have the same
opportunities and choices no matter where they live.

Chbarles Hudson
State Representative, District 40
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